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A «sebil» is a small building from which water 
is distributed to the public. The cups are ranged 
on a counter in front of which is a window with 
an iron grill with openings through which one 
reaches for the cups. The front of the sebil is 
covered with wide eaves to protect the people 
from the sun and the rain. It usually forms part 
of a complex of buildings and is to be found 
at the side of a mosque, a medreseh, a tomb, 
a cemetery or a market, and is usually set on a 
a corner so as to serve a larger number of 
people. There are also «wall sebils», however, 
lying underneath another building and recog­
nisable only by the windows. Very few are en­
tirely independent, but a number can be seen 
forming part of a fountain.
Sebils were constructed from the 16th century 
onwards, and quite recently two sebils were 
built in the classical style at the corners of the 
Mevlevi complex in Konya.
Turkish sebils are remarkable for the harmony 
of their proprtions, their exquisite tiles, inscrip­
tions and stone-carving, for the dignity and ele-
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